
What to visit in Bidart: A guide for 
holidaymakers 

Introduction 
Bidart is a charming coastal village in the Basque Country, located between Biarritz and 
Saint-Jean-de-Luz. It offers a perfect blend of tradition and modernity, with its picturesque 
houses, its lively market, its sandy beaches and its surfing spots. Whether you are looking 
for a relaxing getaway, a cultural immersion or an active adventure, Bidart has something 
for everyone. In this article, we will explore the different sites and things to do in Bidart, and 
give you some tips on what to do in Bidart when it rains. 

The beaches 
Bidart has six beaches, each with its own character and charm. The central beach, Plage 
du Centre, is the most popular and accessible, with its promenade, its restaurants and its 
lifeguards. It is ideal for families, sunbathers and beginners in surfing. The beach of 
Erretegia, on the other hand, is more secluded and wild, with its cliffs, its dunes and its 
natural pools. It is a favourite spot for surfers, naturists and walkers. The other beaches are 
Uhabia, Ilbarritz, Pavillon Royal and Parlementia, which offer a variety of landscapes, 
activities and facilities. You can enjoy swimming, surfing, sailing, kayaking, fishing, golfing 
or simply relaxing on the sand. 

The heritage 
Bidart has a rich and diverse heritage, dating back to the Middle Ages. You can discover its 
history and culture by visiting its monuments, museums and festivals. The most 
emblematic monument is the church of Notre-Dame de l'Assomption, which dominates 
the village with its bell tower and its Basque cross. The church was built in the 16th century 
and renovated in the 19th century, and it contains some remarkable artworks, such as the 
altarpiece, the organ and the stained glass windows. You can also admire the old 
washhouse, the mill, the chapel of Saint-Joseph and the cemetery, where some famous 
personalities are buried, such as the poet Paul-Jean Toulet and the singer Luis Mariano. 
The museum of the sea, located in the former town hall, displays a collection of objects 
and documents related to the maritime history of Bidart and the Basque Country. You can 
learn about the fishing, whaling, smuggling and shipbuilding activities that shaped the 



identity of the village. If you want to experience the festive spirit of Bidart, you can attend 
some of its events, such as the patron saint's day, the Basque pelota tournaments, the 
Basque choir concerts, the dance shows and the gastronomic fairs. 

What to do in Bidart when it rains 
Even if Bidart is known for its sunny weather, it can sometimes rain, especially in winter 
and spring. But don't worry, there are still plenty of things to do in Bidart when it rains. You 
can take advantage of the indoor facilities, such as the cinema, the library, the spa, the 
bowling alley or the escape room. You can also visit some of the nearby attractions, such 
as the aquarium, the chocolate museum, the Basque museum or the city of arts and 
sciences in Biarritz. You can also enjoy some of the local specialties, such as the gateau 
basque, the piperade, the axoa or the cheese, in one of the cozy restaurants or cafes. And 
of course, you can always watch the waves and the surfers from the comfort of your 
accommodation, and wait for the sun to come back. 

 


